WILLIAM J. ScOTT
ATTORNEY GENERAL
STATE OF ILLINOIS
500 SOUTH SECOND STREET
' SPRINGFIELD

May 30. 1972

PILE NO, S-~458 ' - ' \

COCNSTITUTION: - .
Legisla*ure - Tranacript of debates

| (

Honorable Cecil A. Partee
President pro tempore
Illinois State Senate -
Capitol Building
Springfield, Illincis

Daarx ' Senétar Partee:

I have your ledNer wherdin you ask'-'thé -following

questions per to sectlon 7(b) of Article IV of the
Illinois Co
“1) use of the word ‘debates' imply
that a Ttranscript is necessary only of de-

bate on final passage of a bill, or does the
language mean that each day's session of the
General Assembly must be transcribed, from
‘opening prayer through adjournment?

“2) 1In view of the above quoted language in -
Article 1V, Section 7 (b), must a transcript
be kept of conmittee meetings in the General
Assembly?
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"3) Does the language above gquoted as to
availability of a transcript mean that pub-
lished transcripts must be provided imme-.
diately following debate (as journals are
now provided) or, does the language mean
that the recording or shorthand notes must
be preserved until such time as a reguest
is made by a member of the public, at which
point transcribing will occur?"

Section 7(b) of Article IV of the Illinois Consti-
1970 reads as follows: |

"Bach house shall keep a journal of its pro-
ceedings and a transcript of its debates.

The journal shall be published and the
transcript shall be available to the public,”

With regard to youx firsﬁ question, it is clear from

reading the debates of the 6th Illinois Constitutional Convention

(6th 111,

Const. Con. - Verbatim Transcript, July 18, 1970,

PP. 72-99 incl.) that the transcript of the debates should '

covar more than the debates on third reading and f£inal passage

of a bill. The transcript should cover any stage of a bill

vhen legislative debate and discussion would throw light on
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the legislative intent. Thus, “"debate” would include, as
'wiel-l. action at second reading on amendments, motions to
aischa:ge!. debate following gubernatorial vetces, amendatory
or otherwise and similar proceedings affecting the bill.
Convention debates on July 18, 1970 (6th Ill. Comst. Con. -
Verbatim Transcript, July 18, 1970, pp. 72-9% incl.) also
disclose that while all substantive discussion beaxing on

a bill should be covered in the transcript, it need not
cover the entire procesding of the legislative session such

as opening prayer, matteré of privilege and similar matters.

Tuming to your second question, section 7(b) of
Article IV of the Illinois Constitution of 1970 does not
require a transcript of debates and proceedings in committees
of the Genoral Assembly. BSee, 6th Ill. Const. Con. ~ Verbatim

Pranscript, July 18, 1970, p. 93.

| Turning to your third question, the convantion de-
bates made clear that there was no intention by the conven-
'ei.on to require publication of the t_ran_ecript of aehatéa as
distinguished from the journal; also, that it would be suffi-

cient if a single copy of the transcript were prepared and
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‘kept in the offiée of an appropriate official of each House
and made available for public meninntion.’ It was not the
intention of the convention, nor is it required by the con-
- stitution, that --acpiaa wo_'um be prepared at the expense of
“he state for '_diatribution. | It was ‘the Lntentiun that any
peraén desiring a copy would be able to secure the same at

his own expense.

Considering the purposée underlying the constitu-
_tim:l requiremeni of a transcript of the debates, it is
ol_.éar: that a written trmcript should be prepared with reason-
sble promptitude as in the case of the journals, 1If the
t.:anseript is prepared from shorthmd notes of a stanogmpher
or aourt raportez or from electronic tapes or wh'es, the
pmuminazy reeoxding should be p»ezmanently presewed as a |
means of eatabushing the agcuracy of the writeen transcript.

or providing for its rep;acmntq

Very truly yours,

ATTORNEY GENERATL




